
VOLUME 1 ð ISSUE 4 

December, 2009 

www.dist156.org 

Table of Contents: 
  

1.  Letter from the Superintendent 
  

2.  Departmental Updates 

        Athletics 

        Fine Arts 

        Health Office 

        Guidance 
  

3. First Semester Final Exam  

         Schedule 
  

4.  Student Accomplishments 
  

5.  ñThis and Thatò 
  

6.  Important Dates 

 

MCHENRY DISTRICT 156 
Staff Directory 

  

Board of Education: 
Teresa Lane Ed.D., Superintendent 
Gina Swinney Ed.D., Asst. Superintendent 
Darrell Moon, Chief Financial Officer 
Vickie Piekarski, Director Special Programs 
Brent Raby, Director Grants & Learning 
Joseph Zelek, Director of Technology 
Drew Potthoff, Athletic Director 
  

East Campus: 
Lynn Schnelker, Principal 
Jeff Ehardt, Assistant Principal 
John Beerbower, Assistant Principal 
Jennifer Lawrence, Dean of Students 
  

West Campus: 
Mike Roberts Ed.D., Principal 
Mike Hurckes, Assistant Principal 
Carl Vallianatos, Assistant Principal 
Mike Przybylski, Assistant Principal 
Amber Bowgren, Dean of Students 

The Mission  

of District 156  -  

We are committed to provide 

all students  with the skills 

they need to be lifelong  

learners and productive  

citizens.ò 

LATE START TUESDAY BEGINS IN 2010-2011  

     Teaching has changed in many ways over the years, particularly since No 

Child Left Behind legislation introduced a new vocabulary to the profession.  

Words such as ñadequate yearly progressò and ñcorrective actionò placed a high 

level of accountability on teachers and parents to make sure their students were 

not falling behind in the race to have all students meeting or exceeding standards 

by 2014.  Additionally, our teachers are preparing students to live and work in a 

world that is constantly changing.  We are preparing students for professions that 

have yet to be created.  The student learning needs target doesnôt stay stationary 

for very long. 

     In response to the changes in education and student learning needs, teachers in 

District 156 continue to learn and employ research-based instructional strategies 

in the classroom.  Our teachers receive training, revise curriculum and set student 

learning goals in an attempt to continue to meet the educational needs of the stu-

dents at McHenry High School.  What our teachers have lacked, in order to fully 

meet our goals, is extra time to collaborate about student learning needs. 

     Beginning in the 2010-2011 school year, McHenry High School will imple-

ment a ñLate Start Tuesdayò program.  The purpose of Late Start is to provide 

teachers with common meeting time to facilitate the development of a profes-

sional learning community.  During this time teachers will analyze student data, 

set department goals, collaborate with colleagues within their own building and 

from the sister campus with the common purpose of improving student learning.  

The Late Start model is employed in many surrounding districts that credit it for 

being responsible for a rise in student test scores.  We believe the benefits of com-

mon teacher meeting time will be evident on many levels. 

     As the year unfolds, there will be more information coming regarding the lo-

gistics of the program.  One important point to make is that the bus schedule for 

students on Tuesdays will not change.  Students may ride the bus and arrive at 

their usual time.  Those who arrive at the usual time will have opportunities to 

work in the computer labs, library and study rooms.  Students who provide their 

own transportation would be expected to attend their first hour class at 8:20 at 

East and 8:30 at West.  The dismissal time on Tuesdays will be the same as it is 

for all other regular school days. 

     Further information will be made available through Parent-Advisory meetings, 

newsletters, webpage postings and letters home.  The fall will also bring remind-

ers through our districtôs phone alert calling system.  As always, if you have any 

questions please feel free to contact me at 815-385-7900. 

     The faculty and administration of McHenry High School District 156 are ex-

cited about this weekly opportunity to continue to work toward improving student 

learning. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Teresa A. Lane 
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GUIDANCE   
  

COURSE REGISTRATION 
     INFORMATION 
(for current students at East Campus): 
  

Tuesday, January 19  
Course Selection Dayðall current freshmen, sopho-
mores and juniors will meet by class to receive infor-
mation about course selection. 
  

Thursday, January 21  
Curriculum Night at MCHS Eastðparents are invited 
for an evening to learn about course selection, 
graduation requirements, electives, advanced place-
ment courses and to meet with staff. 
  

Wednesday, January 27 ðFriday, January 29  
Counselors will meet with freshmen to choose sopho-
more classes 
  

Monday, February 1 ðWednesday, February 3  
Counselors will meet with sophomores to choose 
junior classes 
  

Thursday, February 4 ðTuesday, February 9  
Counselors will meet with juniors to choose senior 
classes. 

ATHETIC NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

East senior Danielle Tonyan signs for her college Volley-

ball scholarship.  Danielle received a four-year full schol-

arship to Bowling Green State University in Bowling 

Green, Ohio.  Also pictured are Drew Potthoff, McHenry 

High School Athletic Director and Jeff Brunstrum, 

MCHS head girlsõ Volleyball coach.  Congratulations, 

Danielle! 

 

HEALTH OFFICE   
     There are times when a student must take medica- 

tion during school hours.  For any medications that  

are needed during the school day, the student must  

have the Request to Administer Medication Form filled out and 

signed by the doctor and by a parent.  This form may be obtained 

on the districtôs website under ñstudent supportò or in person 

from the nurseôs office, and should be completed for both pre-

scription AND non-prescription medication. 

     Medications must be brought to the nurseôs office in the origi-

nal container, and students are not allowed to carry medication in 

school.  Exceptions to this are inhalers and Epi-pens. Students 

who need these medications should carry them at all times, and 

may keep an extra in the nurseôs office if desired. 

     If you are bringing medication in for your student during the 

day on a single time basis, you must administer it directly to your 

student.  If we know what time you are coming, we can try to 

have your student ready and waiting for you. 

     Just as a reminder about sick students:  students should be 

fever free (without taking fever-reducing medication) for 24 

hours before returning to school.  (A fever is defined as a tem-

perature of 100 degrees or higher). If your student is ill during the 

day, you may receive a phone call from the nurseôs office.   Most 

of the time these calls are made at the studentôs request.  Unless 

the nurse tells you that your student must go home for something 

like a fever, the decision is yours. If you want your student to 

stay in school, just tell us that and we will send him or her back 

to class.  Please call the nurseôs office if you have questions! 

 
 

FINE ARTS§Student News 
 

¶ Forty student artworks from around the                

state of Illinois were selected from over                 

400 entries grades K-12 to represent this                     

yearôs Illinois Art Education Association     

Student Art Show.  Among these students            

were four MCHS students:  Michelle Bradlo,              

Karl Eleosida, Nikki Gallagher, and Larissa Root.    

In January, the show will travel to McHenry and be 

housed at the McHenry West Media Center, with 10 

pieces rotating each week into the McHenry Public 

Library for display. 

¶ 2010 McHenry High School Student Art Calendars 

will be for sale for only $6.00. 

¶ National Honor Society has drawn 22 pet portraits 

this year to help raise $720 for Pets In Need. 

¶ Tim Koruna was selected to the IMEA District Jazz 

 Band; Alyssa Dailey to the IMEA All-District       

  Band, and Cameron Reeves and 

  Jessica  Dawson to the IMEA All-

   District  Choir. 
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TWO -DAY FINALS  -  SEMESTER EXAM SCHEDULE  

  

for McHENRY EAST CAMPUS:  

Monday, December 21   Tuesday, December 22  

  

Period 1  ...............     7:30 ñ  8:43 a.m.  Period 6/7/8  ..............    7:30 ñ  8:43 a.m.  

Period 2  ...............     8:53 ñ10:06 a.m.  Period 9  ....................    8:53 ñ10:06 a.m.  

Period 3  ...............   10:16 ñ11:29 a.m.  Period 10  ..................  10:16 ñ11:29 a.m.  

Period 4/5/6  .........   11:39 ñ12:52 p.m.  Make -up Exam  ..........  11:39 ñ12:52 p.m.  

  

for McHENRY WEST CAMPUS:  

Monday, December 21   Tuesday, December 22  

  

Period 1  ...............     7:40 ñ  8:53 a.m.  Period 6/7/8  ..............    7:40 ñ  8:53 a.m.  

Period 2  ...............     9:03 ñ10:16 a.m.  Period 9  ....................    9:03 ñ10:16 a.m.  

Period 3  ...............   10:26 ñ11:39 a.m.  Period 10  ..................  10:26 ñ11:39 a.m.  

Period 4/5/6  .........   11:49 ñ  1:02 p.m.  Make -up Exam  ..........  11:49 ñ  1:02 p.m.  

  

PLEASE NOTE:   

1. Students are NOT required to attend the Make-up Exam time on Tuesday morning, how-

ever, buses do not  leave for the neighborhoods until 1:00 p.m. from East, and 1:10 p.m. 

from West. 

2. If your student does NOT NEED to stay for the Make-up Exam, he/she must either (1) leave 

the building or (2) report to the Cafeteria. 

3. There will be NO lunch service both days.  Students are encouraged to bring healthy snacks  

 to consume during the extended passing periods. 

4. Students are NOT required to be in attendance if they have a Study Hall during periods  

 1, 4/5/6, 6/7/8, or 10. 

5. Seniors who are exempt from exams need not report to school. 

 

SHUTTLE SCHEDULE FOR BOTH DAYSðDECEMBER 21 & 22, 2009 
  

December 21  December 22 

Leave West at: Leave East At: Leave West At: Leave East At: 

  7:12 am   7:25 am   7:12 am   7:25 am 

  7:18 am   8:48 am   7:18 am   8:48 am 

11:35 am 10:11 am   8:50 am 10:11 am 

12:50 pm 11:34 am 11:35 am 11:34 am 

   1:00 pm 12:50 pm   1:00 pm 

 

All Runs All Runs All Runs All Runs 

  1:10 pm   1:00 pm   1:10 pm   1:00 pm 

 

ACTIVITY BUS ð both days ð 1:45 pm     ATHLETIC BUS ð both days ð 5:30 pm 
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Congratulations to our Students-of-the-Month for October 2009!  Front row:  Teagan Gibbs (Guidance DeptðPupil/

Personnel Services), Peter Thompson (Science DeptðChemistry I-1), Nathan Meehan (English DeptðEnglish III), and 

Amanda Wohlert (PE/Health/Drivers Ed DeptðStrength & Conditioning/PE).  Back row:  Megan Hopp (LMP Deptð

Learning Resource Center), Kailey Hopp (Student ServicesðAsst. Principalsô Office), Gabriela Urquizo (Student Activi-

ties), Osvaldo Lopez  (Fine Arts DeptðForeign Lang/French IV), and David Springston (Math DeptðPre-Calculus).   

Not pictured are:  Katie Walker (CALA PM Program) and Aaron Madula (Social Science DeptðYouth & Law). 

Our First Family Winners of the Stu-

dent-of-the-Month!  Kailey and Megan 

Hopp are the first sister/sister pair to 
win this award!  As noted above, Kailey 

was the S-O-M for Student Services in 

�W�K�H���$���3���¶�V���2�I�I�L�F�H�����D�Q�G���0�H�J�D�Q���Z�R�Q���I�R�U��
�W�K�H���/�0�3���'�H�S�W���¶�V���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���5�H�V�R�X�U�F�H��
Center.  Mrs. Miller, Mr. Beerbower 

and Mrs. Lawrence nominated Kailey 
for being a great office runner with a 

great attitude to start each day, and 
�D�O�Z�D�\�V���J�R�L�Q�J���³�D�E�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���E�H�\�R�Q�G�´���W�R��
help others.  Megan was nominated by 

�0�V�����+�X�E�H�U���L�Q���/�0�3���I�R�U���³�D�O�Z�D�\�V���Z�R�U�N��
�L�Q�J�´���G�X�U�L�Q�J���/�5�&���6�W�X�G�\���+�D�O�O�����D�Q�G���Q�H�Y�H�U��
needing prompting to do schoolwork.  
Ms. Huber reports she is polite and re-

spectful every day.  Great job, girls! 


