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MCHENRY DISTRICT 156 
Staff Directory 

  

Board of Education: 
Teresa Lane Ed.D., Superintendent 
Gina Swinney Ed.D., Asst. Superintendent 
Darrell Moon, Chief Financial Officer 
Vickie Piekarski, Director Special Programs 
Brent Raby, Director Grants & Learning 
Joseph Zelek, Director of Technology 
Drew Potthoff, Athletic Director 
  

East Campus: 
Lynn Schnelker, Principal 
Jeff Ehardt, Assistant Principal 
John Beerbower, Assistant Principal 
Jennifer Lawrence, Dean of Students 
  

West Campus: 
Mike Roberts Ed.D., Principal 
Mike Hurckes, Assistant Principal 
Carl Vallianatos, Assistant Principal 
Mike Przybylski, Assistant Principal 
Amber Bowgren, Dean of Students 

The Mission  

of District 156  -  

We are committed to provide 

all students  with the skills 

they need to be lifelong  

learners and productive  

citizens.ò 

JOINT MEETING OF THE EAST AND WEST CAMPUSJOINT MEETING OF THE EAST AND WEST CAMPUS   

PARENT ADVISORY COUNCILSPARENT ADVISORY COUNCILS   
  

       All District 156 parents are invited to hear John Adams  
       of the McHenry Police Department address the issues of  

internet and cell phone safety.  
  

Tuesday, November 10  -   7:00 pm  -   East Campus Theater  
  

Cell phones and computers are crucial to 21st century living.   
Please come and learn how to supervise safe use of this technology  

by your children. 

Ignite   Tell   Engage   Assess   Close   Honor 
  

       Before a lesson is prepared, a teacher needs to have a roadmap to follow 
to organize the lesson, present the material to the student and determine 
student understanding of the lesson.  In education, this organizational tool is 
referred to as an instructional model. 

       !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ DŀǊȅ CƛŜƭŘǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎπ
cessful schools is that a common instructional model from teacher to teacher 
ƘŜƭǇǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦƻŎǳǎέΦ ¢ƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ aŎIŜƴǊȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άL¢9!/IέΦ  
Adapted from the work of educational expert, Madelyn Hunter, the ITEACH 
model is based on the idea that a quality lesson plan must Ignite student 
learning, Tell the students what they will learn, Engage the learning through 
rigor and relevance, Assess the learning to guide informed instruction, Close 
the learning and Honor all learners.  It is our belief that when these key con-
cepts are used consistently by all teachers, the result is focused instruction 
that leads to higher achievement for all students. 

       Throughout the 2009-2010 school year, our teachers will undergo training 
that emphasizes aspects of the instructional model.  Each component has sev-
eral teaching strategies designed to enhance student learning.  Teachers will 
explore various research-based instructional strategies designed to incorpo-
rate the concepts of ITEACH and use them consistently in their classrooms. 

       McHenry Community High School is committed to challenging itself to 

delivering effective instruction to meet the learning needs of all students.  As 

society changes, we will continue to make the necessary changes in the class-

room in order to prepare our students to be successful, twenty-first century 

thinkers. 
 

 

 

 

Gina Swinney Ed.D. 

Assistant Superintendent 
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GUIDANCE 
     Many colleges visit our school during the 
school day.  Please check the district website for 
this ñCollege Visitò schedule.  Students may sign 
up in the Guidance office to visit with these 
schools.  Many scholarships are available, so 
please check the district website for this listing. 
     Need ACT and SAT information?  Visit their 
websites:           www.act.org  
                  www.collegeboard.com  
  

College Applications: 
     Please submit your college applications!  
Many schools have priority deadlines in Novem-
ber and December.  To send a transcript, please 
fill out a Transcript Request form in Guidance. 
  

College Visits: 
     If you plan to visit a college, you must com-
plete a ñCollege Visit Form,ò available in the 
Guidance Office.  Forms must be completed and 
signed by parents/guardians and returned to 
Guidance ONE WEEK BEFORE the scheduled 
visit. 
 

     ATHETIC NEWS 
  
 

                                           All Winter sports participants 
must have an equipment issue card in order to 
participate.  In addition, they must have a cur-
rent physical on file dated no later than 
3/20/09.   

     Sports forms are available on the district 
website, at East and West main offices, and at 
the West Athletic Office.  These forms need to 
be fully completed and returned to the West 
Athletic Office or East Main Office to receive 
the equipment issue card. 

     Boys Wrestling and Boys Swimming par-
ticipants will also need to include the $100 
athletic fee with their sports form. 

     Please check ñAthletics 2000ò on the dis-
trict website for further information:   

  
www.dist156.org/athletics.htm  

 HEALTH OFFICE 
               Vision and Hearing Screening 

                         Every year we do vision and hearing screenings for 
selected students as required by law.  A screening is used to identify a 
possible need for further testing and or treatment by your own doctor.  
     Vision is screened for near and far visual acuity as well as for binocu-
lar vision (how well the eyes work together).  If a student wears glasses 
or contacts then the screening is not done.  Instead the student is asked 
how long it has been since the last eye doctor exam.  If the glasses are 
lost or broken or if the last exam has been over 2 years, a referral letter 
will be sent home.  If the student fails the vision screening, a rescreening 
will be done.  After a second failed screening, a referral is sent home. 
     Hearing screening is done using an audiometer.  A quick test is done.  
If the student misses too many tones, then the student will be re-
screened the same way.  If a second failed screening occurs, a longer 
test called a hearing threshold is done.  A ñfailò on this test means a 
referral letter is sent home.  A student with a known hearing loss will 
have the threshold done and the results sent home.  This test is not 
done if the student has hearing aids and is under care.  If you have any 
questions about the vision or hearing screenings please call the 
Nurseõs Office. 
  

Student Absences 
       When calling your student in as ñabsentò, please provide specific 
details regarding symptoms, such as fever or sore throat.  The Health 
Department relies on schools to help track the trend of illnesses.  If you 
call your student in ñsickò, we have no way of knowing if it is an illness 
that needs to be tracked.  Thank you for your help with this matter! 

FINE ARTS  
  

      West Campus held its inaugural Fall Art  

Exhibit at the McHenry Public Library during 

Homecoming Week.   

      Work in the show highlighted the creativity 

and techniques of student art from  their ñreturn  

to schoolò, during the first six weeks of school. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Critiquing some of the art in the show  

are Heidi Barnes and Holly Haufe. 
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PARENTPARENT--TEACHER CONFERENCES SCHEDULETEACHER CONFERENCES SCHEDULE   
  

     Parent-Teacher Conferences are scheduled for the evening of Thursday, November 5, 
from 5:00 ð8:00 p.m. , and for the morning of Friday, November 6, from 8:30 ð11:30 a.m.   
Conferences will be ñarena-styleò on Thursday evening and teachers will be in their rooms 
on Friday morning.  No appointments are necessary for either session.  Teacher locators 
and building maps, along with student schedules, will be available at the entrance during all 
conference hours. 
     Teachers who are assigned at both East and West campuses will divide their time  be-
tween the two schools on both days.  The times that they will be available to meet with par-
ents are as follows: 
 

              TRAVELING TEACHERS CONFERENCE SCHEDULE  

       Evening ðNov. 5          Morning ðNov. 6  
        (5:00ð8:00 pm)          (8:30ð11:30 am) 
  

Name     East     West       East        West  
  

Drew Cooper 5:00 - 6:45 7:00 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:15 10:30 - 11:30 

Barb Drufke 5:45 - 8:00 5:00 - 5:30   8:30 - 10:45 11:00 - 11:30 

Annette Folden 6:15 - 8:00 5:00 - 6:00   9:45 - 11:30   8:30 -   9:30 

Derek Galvicius 5:00 - 6:00 6:15 - 8:00   8:30 -   9:30   9:45 - 11:30 

David Garrett 6:15 - 8:00 5:00 - 6:00   9:45 - 11:30   8:30 -   9:30 

Michelle Gerlinger 5:00 - 5:30 5:45 - 8:00   8:30 -   9:00   9:15 - 11:30 

Kathy Larimer 5:00 - 6:15 6:30 - 8:00   8:30 -   9:45 10:00 - 11:30 

Gabe Lopez 5:00 - 7:15 7:30 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:45 11:00 - 11:30 

Janet McCollough 5:00 - 5:30 5:45 - 8:00   8:30 -   9:00   9:45 - 11:30 

Russell Micklinghoff 7:00 - 8:00 5:00 - 6:45 10:30 - 11:30   8:30 - 10:15 

Meghan Morales 5:00 - 6:45 7:00 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:45 11:00 - 11:30 

Tim Paddock 5:00 - 6:30 6:45 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:00 10:15 - 11:30 

Emily Plunkett 5:00 - 6:45 7:00 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:15 10:30 - 11:30 

Jennifer Pondelicek 5:00 - 6:00 6:15 - 8:00   8:30 -   9:30   9:45 - 11:30 

Vince Sossong 5:00 - 7:15 7:30 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:45 11:00 - 11:30 

Brian Weidner 6:15 - 8:00 5:00 - 6:00   9:45 - 11:30   8:30 -   9:30 

Jim Zid 5:00 - 7:15 7:30 - 8:00   8:30 - 10:45 11:00 - 11:30 
  

              We encourage all parents to attend Parent -Teacher Conferences.  
               Conferences are an opportunity to get to know your childôs teachers  
                   and to asses his/her academic progress during the first quarter.  



NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM STUDENT NEWS 
Congratulations to Kyle Koenig and Bethany Marshall! 
Kyle is a ñCommended Studentò in the National Merit Scholar-
ship Qualifying Test, and Bethany is a ñSemi-Finalistò in the 
competition. 

Page 4                      STUDENT NEWS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Students of the Month and the Departments they represent ð Front row:  Ashley Ring (Student Services Office) and 

Meaya Amici (Mathematics).  Back row:  Alex Cuda (Science/Forensics), Matt Humann (English/Rhetoric & Research), 

Gino Pisano (Physical Education), Jonathon Schmitt (Career Education/Consumer Ed. & Business Management), and 

John Lewandowski (CALA Program).  Not pictured:  Marisa Garcia (Pupil Personnel Services), RJ Nelson (LMP), 

Andrew Hertel (Student Activities), and Shelby Page (Fine Arts Dept/Music-Band). 

OUR FIRST STUDENTS OF THE MONTH FOR 2009 -2010!  
AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 2009  

WARRIOR PRIDE CAMP FOR 2009!  With the help of 
Link Crew leaders, the freshmen strategize about how to get 
their teammates through the ñspider web.ò  This team-building 
exercise was one of many events planned for the September 
Warrior Pride Camp 


