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The Mission  

of District 156  -  

We are committed to provide 

all students  with the skills 

they need to be lifelong  

learners and productive  

citizens.ò 

LETTER FROM THE EAST AND WEST CAMPUS PRINCIPALS 
  

Dear Students and Parents, 
   

As we rapidly approach Homecoming 2009 we are sharing some impor-
tant information in this newsletter about those  festivities.  A new event is 
planned for Homecoming week ςάaƻǾƛŜ bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ aŎ/ǊŀŎƪŜƴ CƛŜƭŘέΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ 
will take place Thursday evening  in the end zone.   A full description of 
Homecoming events is provided in this newsletter. 
   

Our sixth day enrollment indicates a West Campus enrollment of 1595 
students.  Presently we have 449 freshmen, 413 sophomores, 387 juniors, 
ŀƴŘ опс ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ мрфр ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ рт ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
from the 2008-2009 school year. 
   

9ŀǎǘΩǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ фмсΣ ǿƛǘƘ нро ŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴΣ нму ǎƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜǎΣ нмс Ƨǳƴπ
iors, and 229 seniors.  The East enrollment is holding steady. 
   

We are off to a great start!  Your sons and daughters have returned to us 
from the summer of 2009 with the same spirit and enthusiasm of a year 
ŀƎƻΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻǳǇƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ
thusiasm, made the 2008-2009 school year a very special one.  The seeds 
of duplication have certainly been planted.  We look forward to another 
exceptional year. 
   

A special thanks to all of our parents who attended the recent mini-
schedule.  The amount of participation on the part of parents was excep-
tional.  Your spirit and enthusiasm echoed that of your sons and daugh-
ters. 
   

We are privileged to receive your sons and daughters each day.  We are 
also grateful for the support we receive from the parents of this commu-
nity. 
  

Sincerely, 

 
 
Dr. Michael L. Roberts  
Principal ς West Campus 

 

 

Lynn Schnelker 

Principal τ East Campus 
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GUIDANCE 
  

     Many college representatives visit our school dur-

ing the school day.  Students may sign up in Guid-

ance to visit with these schoolsô reps.  Many scholar-

ships are available also.  Please check the district 

website for the updated college visit schedule and  

listing of scholarships. 

  

TESTING: 
  

PSAT/NMSQT - Wed., Oct. 14th is the national  

     test date.  Information and sign-up for this test is  

     available in Guidance.  Cost is $14.00   

  

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS: 
  

     Please submit your applications.  Many schools 

have priority deadlines in November and December.   

     To send a transcript, please fill out a transcript 

request form in the Guidance Office. 

     If you plan to visit a college, you must complete a 

College Visit form one week before the scheduled 

visit. 

TESTING NEWS 
  

ACT test registration packets are available in the 
Guidance Office OR go to www.actstudent.org to 
register on-line. 
   

Registration Deadline  Test Date  
September 18, 2009 October 24, 2009 
November 6, 2009 December 12, 2009 
January 5, 2010 February 6, 2010 
March 5, 2010 April 10, 2010 
May 7, 2010 June 12, 2010 
 
SAT test registration packets are also available in 
Guidance OR go to www.collegeboard.com to reg-
ister on-line. 
  

Registration Deadline  Test Date  
September 9, 2009 October 10, 2009 
October 1, 2009 November 7, 2009 
October 30, 2009 December 5, 2009 
December 15, 2009 January 23, 2010 
February 4, 2010 March 13, 2010 
March 25, 2010 May 1, 2010 
April 29, 2010 June 5, 2010 
 

 HEALTH OFFICE 
  

  H1N1 Influenza is also known as 

Swine Flu.   Even though the news coverage about it 
subsided over the summer, the illness is still around.  

The common symptoms are a fever with a cough or 
sore throat.  The guidelines for H1N1 symptoms and 

attending school have changed from last spring.  Now 
the recommendation from the Health Department is 

that any student with these symptoms should be fever -

free for 24 hours before returning to school .  We re-
ceive frequent updates from the Health Department on 

H1N1 and post pertinent information on the districtôs 
website. 

       Being fever-free applies to all illnesses.  We con-
sider any temperature that is above 100.0 to be a fe-

ver.  Any student who is running a fever should stay 
home from school until the fever has been gone for 

that length of time.  An infectious illness that needs to 

be treated with an antibiotic, such as strep throat or 
conjunctivitis (more commonly known as pinkeye) 

should be treated for 24 hours before the student re-
turns to school.  If you have questions, please call the 

Nurseôs Office at East (Shelley Kinney) or West 
(Kathleen Larimer). 

FINE ARTS  
  

Sept. 26  Phantom Regiment Marching  

 Band Competition 

Oct. 13  Fall Choral Concert, 7PM West  

 Auditorium 

Oct. 15  Festival of the Bands, 7PM East Main Gym 

Oct. 16-17  East Childrenôs Theater 

Oct. 21  McHenry Jazz Festival, 7PM East Theater 

Oct. 28  Tri-M Benefit Concert, 7PM East Theater 

Nov. 12-14  MARVINôS ROOM, West Auditorium 

Nov. 19-21  THE FOREIGNER, East Theater 
   

Sept. 28-Oct 4 

District 156 Fall Art Showcase, McHenry Public  

       Library (Reception, Sept. 30, 6-7:30PM) 
   

Month of October 

National Art Honor Society Photo Exhibit  

       ñAll About Hands,ò West Campus  

        Media Center 
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H O M E CO M I N G  2 0 0 9   

THE ROARING 20ôs 
   

  

 

 

Monday, September 28— “Comfy” Day 

   FLOAT BUILDING, 3:30ð7:00pm, City Garage 
  

Tuesday, September 29— “Tie-Dye” Day: 
   FLOAT BUILDING, 3:30ð6:00pm, City Garage 
   

   CORONATION CEREMONYï 7:00pm, McHenry East Theaterðfor BOTH schools 
  

Wednesday, September 30— “College” Day: 

   EAST CAMPUS YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION, 2:30ð3:30pm, East Commons 

   FLOAT BUILDING, 3:30ð6:00pm, City Garage 

   DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT, 6:00ð8:30pm, location:  West Main Gym 

   WEST CAMPUS YEARBOOK PARTY, 6:00ð8:30pm, West Cafeteria 

    (East students may also pick up yearbooks at West). 
     

  

    Thursday, October 1— “Clash” Day: 

       FLOAT BUILDING, 3:30ð6:00pm, City Garage (if necessary) 

       MOVIE NIGHT, 7:00-10:00pm, location:  McCracken Field 
  

    Friday, October 2— “Class T-shirt” Day: 

       PEP ASSEMBLY ð 1:00pm, McCracken Field 

       PARADEðimmediately following the Rally (approx. 1:30pm). 
  

 

Parade Route:  The Homecoming Parade will leave Knox Park at approximately 1:30pm and progress 

north on Green St. to Waukegan St. at East Campus.  The parade will not be making any turns.  Great 

viewing is available along the entire Green St. route. 
  

Saturday, October 3: 

   HOMECOMING DANCESð8:00ð11:00pm, Main Gyms @ East & West 

 

I M P OR T AN T REM IN D ER  TO  S EN I ORS :   
  

The last opportunity for Senior photo retakes is October 29 & 30.     
Please call 800-433 -1766 to make your on -campus appointment.     

Remember that all yearbook photos must be taken by Root Photgraphers, so this will be  
your last opportunity to be included in the Senior section of the 2009 -10 yearbook.  



New Teachers Introduced! 

 
This year we welcomed twelve new teachers to the faculty of West Campus.  Their names and teaching  

departments are listed below.  We are excited to have these new staff members joining the West team! 

 

Teacher   Department 
   Jill Scudder  Mathematics 

   Caitlin Sullivan  Mathematics 

   John Grogan  Physical Education 

   Ryan Pillow  Physical Education 

   Kevin Brockway  Health/Physical Education 

   Mike Thorgesen  Science 

   Natalie Simek  Social Science  

   Jennifer Pondelicek Social Science/Reading 

   Lisa Rands  Special Education 

   Kim Sindelar  Special Education 

   Beth Janczak  School Social Worker 

   Maura Burke  School Social Worker 

    

 

Art Students Honored 
 

Four students from McHenry High School had their work selected for the 2009-2010 Illinois Art Education  

Association (IAEA) Student Show.  Two students in Ms. Arnoldôs 2D Design class, Karl Eleosida and Mi-

chelle Bradlo had a mixed media design chosen and two students from Ms. Zimmermanôs Drawing/Painting 

Classes, Larissa Root and Nikki Gallaher had their painting chosen.  The four MCHS students are among 40 

other K-12 artists in the state honored in this yearôs show. 

 

The Student Show Reception will be held November 6-7 at the Hilton in Lisle Illinois and then the work will  

continue to travel throughout Illinois for a year with a week long stop at the State Capitol. 

 

Students pictured left to right include: Nikki Gallagher, Michello Bradlo, and Karl Elosida.                                  

Not pictured is Larissa Root. 



COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY REPRESENTATIVES 
 

The following college/university representatives will be visiting at McHenry West.  Students who are interested in visiting with 

a representative must sign up in the Guidance Office the morning of the visit. 

Additional colleges/universities will set up visitations throughout the school year; check with Guidance on updates. 

 

 September 9, 2009  Southern Illinois University Carbondale Campus 11:00 AM 

 September 10, 2009 St. Olaf College       8:40 AM 

 September 11, 2009 Ripon College       8:00 AM 

 September 14, 2009 Luther College     10:30 AM 

 September 16, 2009 Winona State University      9:00 AM 

 September 21, 2009 Aurora University     11:30 AM 

 September 22, 2009 Missouri University of Science & Technology  11:00 AM 

 September 23, 2009 Monmouth College    11:30 AM 

 September 28, 2009 St. Norbert College    11:00 AM 

 September 29, 2009 Quincy College       9:35 AM 

 September 30, 2009 Northern Illinois University    10:30 AM 

 October 1, 2009  Western Illinois University    11:00 AM 

 October 8, 2009  Lincoln College     10:30 AM 

 October 9, 2009  Drake University     10:30 AM 

 October 19, 2009  Bradley University    11:15 AM 

 October 20, 1009  Loras College     10:30 AM 

 October 20, 2009  Elmhurst College     12:30 PM 

 October 26, 2009  Augustana College     8:40 AM 

 October 26, 2009  Northern Michigan University     9:15 AM 

 October 26, 2009  Judson College     10:30 AM 

  

COLLEGE FAIR 2009 

 
College Fair 2009 is a county-wide program for high school age students, their parents, and college age students, and is  

designed to assist them in exploring and evaluating post high school educational and training opportunities.  College Fair 2009 

will happen on Thursday, October 8th from 6:00 ï 8:00 PM. 

 

The fair will be held at the campus of McHenry County College in the multi purpose room and commons area.  The campus is 

located on Route 14 at Lucas Road, about two miles west of Crystal Lake.  The College Fair is a cooperative program  

sponsored by McHenry County College and the thirteen area high schools.  Representatives from over 100 different colleges, 

universities, technical schools, service academies and other specialized training programs will be available to explain their  

opportunities, entrance requirements, and costs. 

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP SCHEDULED 

 
Parents of students who are planning any type of post-secondary education are invited to attend the Financial Aid 

Workshop on October 22, 2009 at 7:00 PM at the East Campus Teaching Theatre.   

 

With increasing costs and changes in funding programs for higher education, parents and students need to begin 

financial planning as early as possible. 

 

A Financial Aid Advisor from McHenry County College will explain the financial aid process for  two-year and 

four-year college/university programs as well as for vocational/trade school programs 

 

Parents of seniors are especially urged to attend this workshop in order to begin the financial aid process in  

January.  



McHenry West High School 

4724 W. Crystal Lake Road 

McHenry, IL  60050 

Important First Semester Dates: 

 

 
 

 September 24:  ............... Progress Reports Mailed 

Sept. 28-Oct.3:  ............... Homecoming Activities 

October 2  ...................... Homecoming / 12:40 Dismissal 

October 3  ....................... Homecoming Dance / 8:00-11:00pm 

October 3  ....................... College Fair in Chicago at Navy Pier 

October 8  ....................... MCC College Fair / 6:00 to 8:00pm 

October 12  ..................... Columbus Day / NO SCHOOL 

October 16  ..................... First Quarter Ends 

October 19ð23  ............. West Warrior Pride Camp (Freshmen only) Camp Lakota 

October 22  ..................... Financial Aid Night / East Campus / 7:00pm 

October 29  ..................... School Improvement / 12:40 Dismissal 

November 5 ................... Teacher Inservice / 10:40 Dismissal 

November 5  ................... Parent/Teacher Evening Conferences / 5:00-8:00pm 

November 6  ................... Parent/Teacher Morning Conferences / NO SCHOOL 

November 11  .................. Regular Attendance Day / Veterans Day activities 

November 12  ................. Junior Night at both East & West / 7:00pm 

Nov. 25, 26 & 27 ............ Thanksgiving Break / NO SCHOOL 

December 21 & 22  ........ First Semester EXAMS / Early Dismissal 

December 22  .................. First Semester Ends 

December 23, 2009 ï January 3, 2010      Winter Break 

HOMECOMING 2009  
Sept. 28 - Oct. 3  

òThe Roaring 20õsó 


