McHenry High School to Eliminate
Late Start Tuesdays for 2019-2020 School Year

McHenry High School has released its 2019-2020 school calendar. The new school
calendar has eliminated “late start Tuesdays” in lieu of a more consistent pattern of
early release dates. Late starts have primarily been the time teachers received
professional development and collaborated in course teams to improve student
achievement.
After a thorough review of schedule options for school improvement days, and taking
into consideration parent feedback, MCHS will be shifting to a pattern of early release
days starting next school year. The release times of 1:04pm for East Campus and
1:14pm for West Campus will be more beneficial to student learning and provide better
advantages for transportation to and from school.
The school improvement days will be scheduled - for the most part - on Tuesdays to
provide consistency, but will also include days such as SAT testing and Prom. The
district will have 15 school improvement days (1:04pm/1:14pm release) and three
half-day inservices that will replace the 36 late starts that previously existed on the
calendar.
It is our hope that this change leads to a more consistent educational experience for
students and is more accommodating in regards to district transportation and morning
traffic patterns. The benefits of this new professional development model for students
are listed below.

Advantages of an Early Release School Improvement Model for Student
Learning
● Every school day will start at the same time for students and teachers.
● District transportation will be more consistent with arrival times/school start times.
Students will no longer arrive an hour and a half before first period.
● The amount of altered schedule days will be reduced from 41 to 18.

● AIM will occur 5 days a week in a traditional week but not on school improvement
days (1:04pm/1:14pm release). Students will have approximately 20 additional days
with an AIM period to access academic support.
● Zero hour classes will now meet consistently - 5 days a week instead of 4. As a result,
Zero hour will start later in the morning.
● Struggling students will now be able to stay after school and get tutoring, support, and
access to areas such as the computer labs and the media center.
● Early dismissals will provide opportunities for students to have academic support
options, tutoring, and weight training between the hours of 1:15pm and 3:00pm.
Practices will be supervised by aides and offsite coaches while teachers are in
meetings.
● Heavier Tuesday morning traffic issues will be eliminated.
● After school activity buses will run as normal for students staying late for academic
support, activities and practices.
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